
                                             
Chapter 1

2 John

In these next three chapters, you will meet very little that you do not already know, 
assuming you have finished Basics of Biblical Greek in good fashion. The purpose 
of these chapters is to let you sit back, relax a little, and enjoy seeing how much you 
have learned. We will start meeting new material in chapter 4.

In the vocabulary section I have listed words that occur less than 10 times. Use the 
dictionary in the back of BBG to find those that occur 10 through 49 times. You 
should know all the rest.

Vocabulary

kuri√a, hJ lady (2)

mevlaß, mevlaina, mevlan black (6). The form mevlan can mean ink.

cavrthß, ou, oJ paper (1)

Salutation

1:1 O presbuvtero" ejklekth/' kuri√a/ kai; toiæ" tevknoi" aujth'", ou}" ejgw; 

ajgapw' ejn ajlhqei√a/, kai; oujk ejgw; movno" ajlla; kai; pavnte" oiJ ejgnwkovte"1 th;n 

ajlhvqeian,  1:2 dia; th;n ajlhvqeian th;n mevnousan ejn hJmiæn kai; meq∆ hJmw'n e[stai eij" 

to;n aijw'na.2  1:3 e[stai meq∆ hJmw'n cavri" e[leo" eijrhvnh para; qeou' patro;" kai; 

para; ∆Ihsou' Cristou' tou' uiJou' tou' patro;" ejn ajlhqei√a/ kai; ajgavph/.

1 Hint: I see an ot and what appears to be an augment, but is it?
2 eij" to;n aijw'na is a normal Greek idiom meaning “forever.”
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Truth and Love

1:4 ∆Ecavrhn1 li√an o{ti eu{rhka ejk tw'n tevknwn sou peripatou'nta" ejn 

ajlhqei√a/, kaqw;" ejntolh;n ejlavbomen para; tou' patrov".  1:5 kai; nu'n ejrwtw' se, 

kuri√a, oujc wJ" ejntolh;n kainh;n gravfwn soi ajlla; h}n ei[comen2 ajp∆ ajrch'", i{na 

ajgapw'men ajllhvlou".  1:6 kai; au{th ejsti;n hJ ajgavph, i{na peripatw'men kata; ta;" 

ejntola;" aujtou': au{th hJ ejntolhv ejstin, kaqw;" hjkouvsate ajp∆ ajrch'", i{na ejn aujth/' 

peripath'te. 

1:7 ”Oti polloi; plavnoi ejxh'lqon eij" to;n kovsmon, oiJ mh; oJmologou'nte" 

∆Ihsou'n Cristo;n ejrcovmenon ejn sarki√: ou|tov" ejstin oJ plavno" kai; oJ ajnti√cristo". 

 1:8 blevpete3 eJautouv", i{na mh; ajpolevshte4 a} eijrgasavmeqa ajlla; misqo;n plhvrh 

ajpolavbhte. 

1:9 Pa'" oJ proavgwn kai; mh; mevnwn ejn th/' didach/' tou' Cristou' qeo;n oujk 

e[cei: oJ mevnwn ejn th/' didach/', ou|to" kai; to;n patevra kai; to;n uiJo;n e[cei. 1:10 ei[ ti" 

e[rcetai pro;" uJma'" kai; tauvthn th;n didach;n ouj fevrei, mh; lambavnete aujto;n eij" 

1 Hint: Look carefully at the stem vowel and the eta. Ok, this is pretty hard. An-
other hint: the final eta is a tense formative and one of the stem vowels has 
dropped out.

2 Hint: this is a difficult augment. You would normally expect h[comen.
3 Hint: this is not an indicative.
4 Hint: This is a compound verb whose tense stems are difficult to identify. Think 

of verbal roots.
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oijki√an kai; cai√rein aujtw/' mh; levgete:  1:11 oJ levgwn ga;r aujtw/' cai√rein koinwneiæ 

toiæ" e[rgoi" aujtou' toiæ" ponhroiæ". 

Final Greetings

1:12 Polla; e[cwn uJmiæn gravfein oujk ejboulhvqhn dia; cavrtou kai; 

mevlano", ajlla; ejlpi√zw genevsqai pro;" uJma'" kai; stovma pro;" stovma1 lalh'sai, 

i{na hJ cara; hJmw'n peplhrwmevnh h/\.2

1:13 ∆Aspavzetai√ se3 ta; tevkna th'" ajdelfh'" sou th'" ejklekth'".

. . . . .

Congratulations! You now have read an entire book 

of the Greek New Testament!

1 Is this the “holy kiss” of 1 Cor 16:20?
2 Hint: You normally see these last two words in reverse order.
3 Why is this in the case it is?
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